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The information in this book is derived
from a broad cross section of resources
(research, reference materials and
personal experience) from the authors
and editorial assistants in the academic
department of ACS Distance Education.
It is, to the best of our knowledge,
composed as an accurate representation
of what is accepted and appropriate
information about the subject, at the
time of publication.

The authors fully recognise that
knowledge is continually changing,
and awareness in all areas of study

is constantly evolving. As such, we
encourage the reader to recognise
that nothing they read should ever

be considered to be set in stone.

They should always strive to broaden
their perspective and deepen their
understanding of a subject, and before
acting upon any information or advice,
should always seek to confirm the
currency of that information, and the
appropriateness to the situation in which
they find themselves.

As such, the publisher and author do not
accept any liability for actions taken by
the reader based upon their reading of
this book.
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CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION

:

3Ty k1
Cattle

DOMESTICATED
CATTLE IN HUMAN
HISTORY

Domesticated cattle have long played a
vital role in human society. Historically
they have provided humans with a
source of meat, milk, leather, transport,
entertainment, have been used as
currency and trade, and served a role in
the religions of some cultures.

Researchers have established that all
domesticated cows we have today can
be traced back to a single herd of just 80
head -from this small herd have come
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over 800 recognised cattle breeds,
ranging in characteristics and purpose.
Over thousands of years humans have
selected and specifically bred cattle for
different traits in order to have them
perform a variety of roles. There are
well over 1 billion domestic cattle in the
world today.

It's likely that livestock played an
important role in the development of
human civilisation in many areas around
the world. The domestication of livestock
such as cattle meant humans could set
up more stable settlements instead of
having to move around for hunting and
gathering purposes. The domestication



